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This form is for use in nominaling or requesting determinations for individual properties and districls. See instructions in How to Complete the
National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin- 16A). Complele each item by marking *'x™ in the appropriate box or
by entering the information requested. If an item does not apply to the properly being documented, enter ““N/A" for “‘not applicable.”” For functions,
architectural classilication, malerials, and areas ol signilicance, enter only calegories and subcalegories from the instructions. Place additional
entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complele all items.

1. Name of Property

historic name _ .

other names/site number _Onward Oaks (preferred); Camp Onward

2. Location

street & number __ 972 South Beach Boulevard NZAnot for publication
city or town _Bay St. Louis N/AB vicinity
stateMississippi code MS county _Hancock code 45 zip code 39521

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this K Knomination
[[] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the Nawonal Register of
Historic Places and meels the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
¥R meets [] does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

O nationally [] statewide D{locally. (D See conlinuation sheet for additional comments.)

C b 2 Q0 24 Stpt 19406

Signature of certifying official/Tille Date’

State Historic Preservation Qfficerxr

State of Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [ ] meets [] does not meet the National Register criteria. (] See continuation sheet for additional

comments.)

Signature of certifying olficial/Title Date

Slale or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
| hereby cerlify that the property is:
[[J entered in the National Register.
[[] see continuation sheet.

] determined eligible for the
National Register
[_] See continuation sheet.

[[J determined not eligible for the
National Register.

[J removed from the National
Register.

[] other, (explain:)

Signalture ol the Keeper Date of Action




Onward Oaks

Hancock County, MS

Name of Property County and State
5. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)
(X private X building(g) Contributing Noncontributing
(] public-local ] district 1 3 buildinas
[J public-State [] site 9
[J public-Federal [J structure sites
Ll object 1 structures
objects
! 4 Total

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter ““N/A” if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Historic Resources of Bay St. lLouis

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Domestic/single dwelling

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Mork in progress

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Other: Creole Cottage

Greek Revival

Narrative Description

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation _Brick piers
walls _Weatherboard

roof _Asphalt

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



Onward Oaks
Name of Property

__Hancock County, MS

County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark “x’" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

[[J] A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

[ B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

h C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

[[] D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “x"" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is: N/A

[] A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

[J B removed from its original location.

[J C a birthplace or grave.

[J D a cemetery.

(] E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
[J F a commemorative property.

[J G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

‘Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture

Period of Significance
c.1875

Significant Dates
c.1875

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
__Unknown

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibilography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[] preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

[C] previously listed in the National Register

(] previously determined eligible by the National
Register

[[] designated a National Historic Landmark

[] recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

[[] recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

X] State Historic Preservation Office
(] Other State agency
[[] Federal agency
[] Local government
[J University
[] Other
Name of repository:




Onward Oaks Hancock County, MS
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property _ 1.7 acres

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1!1161 12|7|4|713Jq |31:15|q61%q 3[ | | | l | | L1 I I | | 11111

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

73 T N I I IR AN B al o) Lol bbb by

[[] see continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification

(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftite E. Pauline Barrow (edited by Brenda Crook, Miss. Dept. of Archives § History)

organization _ Private Consultant ~ date December 1, 1995

street & number __1313 Pickett Avenue ~ telephone _504/344-6410 ’
code 70808

city or town _Baton Rouge state | A zip

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas B. Tournillon

name
street & number 22 Midwood Drive telephone _203/661-0808
city or town Greenwich state CT zip code 06831

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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7. DESCRIPTION

Situated on an elevated plot of land facing the St. Louis Bay and the Mississippi Sound, Onward Oaks
(c. 1875) is a raised Creole cottage with Greek Revival and Italianate influences. Resting on
reconstructed brick piers, the house is a frame, one-and-one-half story, seven by four bay, side-gabled
building with undercut galleries spanning both the front and rear elevations. The steeply pitched gable
roof is pierced by two interior brick chimneys and by three gabled dormers on both the front and rear
elevations. The floor plan of the house is typical of Greek Revival cottages of the period, being a center
hall, double-pile plan.

The main (southeast) elevation has a central entrance filled with double-leaf, Italianate-style doors with
arched half-glazing and molded wood panels below. A three-light transom is above the doors, and
rather than sidelights, a six-over-six, double-hung window is to each side of the main entrance. The
other four bays of the main facade are filled with double-leaf, French doors topped by three-light
transoms. The three gabled dormers of the main facade were reconstructed using historic photographs
and replace a large, twentieth century, shed roof dormer. The dormer windows are six-over-six,
double-hung sash. The front gallery, which was destroyed by Hurricane Camille in 1969, has been
reconstructed by the present owner, who utilized historic photographs and physical evidence. The
gallery features a wooden deck, box columns, corner brackets (replicated from an original found on
site), and a jigsawn balustrade.

The fenestration of the rear elevation is identical to that of the main facade. Although this elevation
only originally had one dormer window, two dormers have been added. The rear gallery is supported
by plain posts and has been enclosed by glass.

The side elevations each have four six-over-six, double-hung windows on the lower level, and in the
upper level the two central bays have the same type windows while the outer bays have paired casement
windows.

The interior of the house has a 16-foot wide central hall flanked by two rooms to either side. The
hallway has its original straight-run stairway with turned newel post and balusters, however, the present
owner has reversed the direction of the stairway from facing the rear to face the front entrance. The
first floor interior doors are four-panel doors topped by three-light transoms, the ceilings are 12-feet in
height, and due to extensive water damage to the plaster the walls and ceilings have been sheetrocked.
Each of the four rooms has a corner, coal-burning fireplace with wooden Renaissance Revival style
mantelpiece embellished with fluted pilasters and carved designs of the period. Due to poor structural
condition, one entire fireplace and chimney has been reconstructed, along with the enlargement of all the
openings to meet code requirements for wood burning fireplaces. The hallway also has a fireplace.
When the present owner acquired the property, the upper level was a single open space that had been
finished with beaded board walls and ceiling in the early twentieth century when the house came to be
used as Camp Onward, a summer camp for children. The upper level has recently been divided to
accomodate five bedrooms, bathrooms, and closets.
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In 1969 this house suffered major damage during Hurricane Camille and subsequently was abandoned,
leaving it exposed to the elements and random vandalism. The force of the wind and water destroyed
the front gallery and caused roof damage, which led to the deterioration of the interior plaster walls.
Based on physical evidence and historic photographs, the house has recently been rehabilitated.

Although battered by Camille, Onward Oaks possesses a high degree of integrity of location, setting,
feeling, and association. As restored, the house is a good example of the Cottage Orné type buildings
that were popular along the Coast in the post-Civil War period. The house retains all but one original
interior door and one set of French doors, and only one of the five original mantelpieces was missing.
The floor plan of the main level of the house is also intact.

From the Camp Onward period, two small concrete block outbuildings and a large swimming pool
remain to the rear of the house. Recently, a free-standing carport has been built near but also to the rear
of the house. All are considered noncontributing.
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Built circa 1875, Onward Oaks is architecturally significant as a good example of a raised Creole
cottage with eclectic Victorian detailing and is typical of the summer cottages built along the beachfront
after the arrival of the railroad in Bay St. Louis in 1872.

Although Bay St. Louis was not settled until circa 1800 during the Spanish era, the Gallic architectural
influence remained strong along the Mississippi Gulf Coast as well as other areas claimed earlier by the
French. Onward Oaks is a surviving example that illustrates how this vernacular French colonial
architecture persisted well into the American Period, through the late nineteenth century. The unknown
builder of this house retained the traditional characteristics of the raised Creole cottage: a prominent
side-gabled roof with undercut galleries on both the front and rear elevations; paired French doors
opening into each of the four rooms; and only one principal raised floor. Onward Oaks, as a latent
Creole house, assimilated a central hall plan from the Greek Revival style then ornamented the house
with eclectic details that were fashionable in the post-Civil War period.

Bay St. Louis became a major tourist mecca following the connection by the railroad in 1872 of the
Mississippi coastal area to New Orleans and Mobile. With this new convenience, summer cottages
were built all along the beachfront by the affluent from the New Orleans and Mobile areas, as well as
from throughout the U.S. Attempts to establish a chain of title from before 1900 have thus far been
unsuccessful. However, it is believed that Onward Oaks began as a typical Gulf Coast summer cottage
circa 1875 since deed records show that ownership changed several times and none of the names are
found in the nineteenth century Hancock County census records, indicating absentee ownership.

From 1917 to 1969 the property served as Camp Onward, which was a summer camp for children
operated by Kingsley House, a New Orleans private, non-profit organization. In 1969 Hurricane
Canmille left the historic building and several outbuildings with extensive damage, and ultimately
abandonment resulted from financial difficulties, ending the Camp Onward era. The present owner
attended Camp Onward as a child and recently undertook the rehabilitation of the house based on
historic photographs and physical evidence. Despite some loss of original historic fabric due to the
ravages of the hurricane and abandonment, the house stands today as a well-maintained and visually
evocative example of a galleried cottage in the Creole tradition of the Mississippi Gulf Coast and is
locally significant in the context of the Historic Resources of Bay St. Louis (a Multiple Resource Area
nomination group submitted in 1980).
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION

Verbal Boundary Description: The nominated property is labelled "Parcel 2" on the accompanying
property plat map.

Boundary Justification: Boundary lines follow the property lines of the parcel of land upon which the
nominated resource is located, per the accompanying map.
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ONWARD OAKS, Bay St. Louis, Hancock Co., MS. The nominated parcel is labeled "Parcel 2'_'.
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EASEMENT

Commencing at a 1/2" iron rod at the intersection of the
Southeasterly margin of Third St. with the Northerly line of
Lot 233, 4th Ward, City of Bay St. Louis, Hancock County,
MS; thence S 70 degrees 15 minutes 23 seconds E 1377.07
feet along said Northerly line of Lot 233, to a 1/2" iron
rod; thence S 19 degrees 20 minutes 13 seconds W 207.92 feet

ol to a 1/2" iron rod at the POINT OF BEGINNING. thence S 70
N D degrees 18 minutes 48 seconds E 326.74 feet to a 1/2" iron
\‘% rod on the Northwesterly right-of-way of Beach Blvd.; thence
§\\ S 59 degrees 19 minutes 40 seconds W along said right-of-way
> 32.47 feet to a 1" iron pipe on the Southerly line of said
§1 lot 233; thence N 70 degrees 18 minutes 40 seconds E along
QT said line 305.88 feet; thence N 19 degrees 20 minutes 13
\Q seconds E 25 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING. Being part of
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Submitted to and approved by the Bay St. Louis Planning
Commission, this the day\of 199&
CHAIRMAN
Submittéd to and approved by, the Mayor and Council of the City of
Bay St. Louis, this the _ZIJ day of 22/ 4 B0.2N 1996 .
HE
EraS LR AR, :
MAYOR




\/
2%
P
\\\%
/
P
\\)
4
\m«o
\\
\\
0
- \\
\\\
70
\\m%
y i
7
/ - 2/
A 049 E qu\vnm*& \\t
\\\ ZleT ELD \\\.

# %u\mu\\h.v.v. wl.:.o??

4p sUl T
¥ g

Buiid o a
Buig u&w.\/ﬂ/ Y S
\,/ lQm:kb
/ o
SINO1T 1S Avd W/é\ ; ufh.r.
; - W8 l ..«m £

000 0ce

seld Buysiy -
Jeupe pjeien (o

Buig o




NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
CONTINUATION SHEET

Section: Amendment  Page: 1 Onward Oaks
Hancock County, Mississippi

Amendment for Purposes of Delisting Property From The National Register of Historic

Places

In 1996, the Mississippi Department of Archives and History filed a nomination for Onward
Oaks, Hancock County, Mississippi. It was listed on the National Register of Historic Places on
1 November 1986. Since the date of listing, the property lost the qualities which originally
caused it to be listed. The property was destroyed on or about August 29, 2005 by Hurricane
Katrina and should be delisted from the National Register of Historic Places.

Resource Address
Onward Qaks 972 South Beach Blvd.
Bay St. Louis, MS
Section 11:
Form Prepared By:
William M. Gatlin, Architectural Historian Date: February 5, 2008
Mississippi Department of Archives and History
P.Q. Box 571
Jackson, MS 39205-0571
601-576-6940
Section 2:
Certification
~-/4-om8
{ Date: & -/

State Historic Preservation Officer
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