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CONDITION
Q Excellent Good Fair

(Check One) 

Deteriorated Q Ruins Q Unexposed

(Check One) 
Altered Q Unaltered
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Moved j£] Original Site
DESCRIBE TWgL'PRESENT AND ORI GIN Al_ (it known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Winterville is a large Mississitfpian Period ceremonial 
site. The original site plan was ai/oval formation of temple 
mounds. The largest mound, which was fifty-five feet high, 
divided the oval into two plazas.

The earliest mention of the Winterville site was made in 
1852 by Mr. Tellinghast Ireys, founder of the Washington County 
Historical Society, who observed sixteen or seventeen well pre 
served mounds. At that time, they had not been cleared of their 
natural vegetative covering which consisted mostly of cane. 
Ephraim Squier, an archaeologist of the Smithsonian Institution, 
noted, in 1860 that all of the mounds were well preserved and re 
marked on their regularity of outline. Evidently much of the 
site was obscured by vegetation during these earlier visits for 
Jeffrey Brain recorded twenty-three mounds during his investiga 
tion at the site in 1967.

From what was almost perfect condition in 1860, the site 
deteriorated with considerable erosion of the mounds being 
caused by cattle and farming operations.

In 1939 the City of Greenville acquired forty-two acres of 
the site or about eighty per cent of its total area. The deed 
specified that the land would always be used as a park. The 
Greenville Garden Club was given responsibility for park beauti- 
fication and development. In 1960 the park was conveyed to the 
Mississippi State Park Commission. A museum and recreational 
facilities have been constructed and a program of mound restora 
tion and preservation initiated.

Unfortunately, the approximately twenty per cent of the 
site remaining in private possession has been largely destroyed. 
Mounds, M-R, U, V, and W have either been completely destroyed 
or consist only of low remnants hardly distinguishable from a 
distance. ._
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Winterville Site has been characterized by Dr. Jeffrey 
Brain, Archaeologist at the Peabody Museum, as representing the 
zenith of prehistoric developments in that part of the Missis 
sippi Valley. It was here that the initial contact occurred

Mississippianization

The bulk of mound construction at Winterville is thought 
to have been accomplished in a fairly short period of time 
somewhere between 1200-1400 A.D. The absence of any appreci 
able amound of living debris indicated that the site was used 
primarily as a ceremonial center.

Excavations by Dr. Brain in1967 suggested that culture 
change at Winterville was considerably different from that-£>f- 
other Mississippian centers in the area. According to him, it 
was achieved through the religious conversionr of lopal people 
by a small group of missionaries from Cahokia', the huge 
Mississippian site near present day St. Louis, Missouri.,,,,, ,

Ceramic studies indicate that the£nitial occupation at 
the Winterville Site was of the Plaque^ne Culture, more 
specifically a component of the Crippen Point phase, and that 
this settlement represented the northernmost outpost of 
Plaquemine. The next component at the site was of the Winter 
ville phase, which represents the Cahokian contact. This con 
tact is documented by the presence of Cahokian ceramic types 
which are said to be totally foreign to the area. Some of the 
vessels were evidently manufactured at Cahokia and transported 
directly to Winterville while others were made locally but with 
definitely new ideas. The Cahokia traits continue in the local 
ceramics, becoming blended with local traditions. This, toget 
her with the fact that the great majority of mound building 
was accomplished during the contact period, indicates that the 
proselytical purpose of the Cahokia people was accomplished.
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The end of the Winterville phase is marked by a large fire. 
Evidently the mound top structures were ritually cleansed before 
the fire so it seems to have been peaceful in nature. During the 
subsequent Deer Cpeek phase, the only surviving traits are of Mis- 
sissippian culture and acculturation thus seems to have been com 
pleted.

The conflagration is interpreted as possibly marking the end 
of an old cycle and the beginning of a new one. The population is 
thought to have decreased during the Deer Creek phase and mound 
building ceased. A possible reason for this slackening of activit) 
is that people moved out of Winterville" during this time to set up 
secondary mound centers.

Although recent agricultural practices have destroyed the 
archaeological record of the end of the aboriginal occupation at 
Winterville, Dr. Brain reasons that there was a gradual decline 
and final abandonment of the site before the time of De Soto. 
Since De Soto probably crossed the Mississippi within fifty miles 
of the site and was held up for.about one month before crossing, 
there would probably be some discussion of Winterville in the ac 
counts of that expedition if the site had been occupied at that 
time.

Winterville is the best preserved large mound site in the 
state of Mississippi and now stands as a reminder of the high cul 
tural achievements of the people of this region before the coming 
of the white man. The heart of the site, including most of the 
remaining mounds, is the property of the Mississippi Park Commis 
sion and is now protected and preserved. A museum interprets the 
site and local prehistory in general to the public and houses 
valuable study collections for students of archaeology.
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