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STREET ANQ NUMBER! 

637 North Lamar Street 
CIT Y OR TOWNI CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT : 

Oxford 1 
STATE L CODE COUNTY : I CODE 

Mississippi I 28 Lafayette I 071 
~'M ~.a.ua~te~N i <O:-. <· " 

CATEGORY 
QWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 
(Cheelt One) TO THE PUBLIC 

0 District 29 Building 0 P..,bl ic Pub II~ Acqul si tl 0!\! ~ Ocfupied Yea: 

0 Site 0 Structure (JI Prlvote 0 In Process 0 Unoccupied ~ Restricted 

0 Object 0 Both 0 Being Cons idered 0 Preservation work 0 Unrestr icted 

i n progress 0 No 

'PRESENT USE (Check One or More ae Appropriate) •· . - . -
0 Agricultural 0 Government 0 Pork 0 Tronaportat i on 0 Comments 

0 Commercial 0 Industr ial Iii Private Res idence 0 Othar (Specify) 

0 Educat ional 0 Military 0 Relig ious 

0 Entertainment 0 Museum 0 Scient ific 
m 

(4. -iOWNe~OF PROPERTY ~ 

I OWNER s N AME I 

Mrs. John Tatum 
STREET AND NUMBER : 

637 North Lamar Street 
CI T Y OR TOWN : STATE : L ":OOF 

Oxford Mississippi 28 
~$. t..pCATIOH OF ~tCALDESCRIPTION 

!cOURTHOUSE , R E G I STRY OF DEEDS , ETC : 

Office of the Chancery Clerk, Lafayette County Courthouse 
ST~EET AND NUMBER : 

Cl TV OR TOWN : STATE CODE 

Oxford Mississippi 28 

If~- !t.f!~!.A.JimJ IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE OF SURVEY : 

DATE O F SUR VEY: 0 Federal 0 Stole 0 County 0 Locol 
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVE Y RECORDS: 
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CONDITION 
I!J1 Excellent 

0 Altered 
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(Checlr One) 

0 Good 0 Fair 0 Deteriorated 0 Rulno 0 Unexpoood 
(Checi<_O_n--o)~------,r--------(:-:C7"he-clr-:-::0-ne-:-~-------t 

E Unalte red 0 Moved Q'!l Original Site 

DI:ICFIIISII THI!: PFII!:IENT AND O"IOINAL (If lrn-f\1 PHVIICAL APPIIA"ANCII 

Before building Ammadelle, Thomas B. B. Pegues contacted architect 
Calvert Vaux who showed him examples of his works along the Hudson River. 
Brought from England in 1850 to become a partner of Andrew Jackson 
Downing, a nationally dominant tastemaker in domestic architecture and 
landscaping, Vaux practiced independently in the years immediately 
following Downing's death in 1852. After moving to New York City in 1857, 
he invited Frederick Law Olmsted to c·ollaborat'e on the design for Central 
Park. Their success in this competition was followed by a continuing 
association dominated by Olmsted. 

-
Vaux' plans and elevations for Ammadelle -were prepared in -1857 when he 
was 34 years old. Additional detail drawings were prepared in 1860 as 
construction was underway. Exceptror -the· first floor plan, the original 
signed drawings are in the possession of the present owners. 

With the exception of balconies across the rear and a wine cellar, 
construction was complete when halted by the Civil War; the missing 
features have never been added. Subsequent changes have been limited to 
replacement of three first-floor mantels in the late 19th century and 
recent modernization in the kitchen. The quality of the original design 
and construction and continuing maintenance have necessitated minimal 
repair. 

-
Built of red brick with white Italianate trim and black shutters, the 
house has an irregular plan. Porches on the east (front) and north 
provide shaded, open, outdoor rooms. The front entrance is deeply 
recessed and opens into a reception hall connecting through great double 
sliding doors to the stair hall at the rear. To the right are double 
parlors; through the rear parlor one can enter a small library. · ro the 
left is the dining room with a small conservatory at the south end. A 
sequence of pantries and halls leads to the kitchen in a one-story wing. 
There is one bedroom on the first floor rear and five on the second floor 
The dominant effect of the interiors is one of spaciousness and solidity. 
Vaux'details are as well ordered as the overall scheme. Vaux was both 
architect and landscape architect. Appropriately, the 7-acre site is 
developed with picturesque curves defining lawns and pfantings. 
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4AEAS OF SIONIFICANCE (CIIeclr One or Mor~ •• ApPIOprlote) 

Abor lglnal 0 Education 

0 Prt~hlatarh: 0 Engineering 
0 Hlatorlc 0 lndt~atry 

0 Agrlcultlll'tl 0 Invention 

Kl Arch I lecture 0 Landacape 

0 Art Archltectu,. 

0 Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communication• 0 Military 

0 Conlervatlon 0 Muaic 

TATEMENT OF S i GNIFICANCE 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

0 18th Century 

Iii 19th Century 

Political 

Religion/Phi. 

laaaphy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socia 1/Human· 

ltarian 

Theater 

Transportation 

0 20th Cent11ry 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Spec/ ty) 

: ' .1 · .. ' 
--- bcellently maintained with minimal change, Ammadelle is a fine 

example of the work of Calvert Vaux in the period just prior to the 
Civil War. Though young, Vaux was already professionally respected as , 
both architect ·and landscape architect. Inclusion of a similar design 
in the second and third edition of Vauxt Villas and Cottages p. 313, 
Design No. 32) suggests that he regarded Ammadelle as ' represeritative of 
hii best work. · · 

Ammadellets location in Oxford, Mississippi, demonstrates that wealthy 
Mississippians of that era could keep abreast of architectural fashions. 
The crippled economy which followed so shortly after has protect~d the 
environment from destructive developmental pressures. 
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Ammadelle 

2. LOCATION 
STATE 

Mississippi 
STREET AND NUMBER 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or en close with phot~raph) 

AND/01'1 HIITOI'IIC NUMEI'IIC CODE 

COUNTY TOWN 

Lafayette Oxford 

637 North Lamar Street 

3. PHOTO REFERENCE 
PHOTO CREDIT DATE NEGATIVE FIL.ED AT 

Paul Goeldner NPS November 1973 Historic Sites Survey 
National Park Service 

4. IDENTIFICATION 
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION , ETC . 

1. Exterior from the east. 
2. Copy of Vaux' original second floor plan. 
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0 COMMON : A'mrnadelle 
AND/ OR H I STOR I C : 

1- ~~} . .tOCAT:iQN · i ·,·, 

STREET AND NUMBER: u 637 North Lamar Street 
:l C I TY OR TOWN : 

a:: Oxford 
1-., 
z 

STA T E : I CODE I COUNTY : I CODE 

Mississippi I 28 1 Lafayette 1 u·r~ 
13. MAP RltFERf.HCE ·.·. 

SOU RCE : 

USGS 15' Series, Oxford Quadrangle 
w jscA L. E : 1: 62500 
w 

• ., 
D ATE : 1940 

l4.tJ~:EQ14 U~EMitiT$ .. • ::;:,,.;::: _ ::::6.:::;::•:::•:{> ..·:. .0"/· · .... 
TO BE I NCL.UDED ON AL.L. MAPS 

1. Property broundaries where required. 

2. North arrow. 

3. Latitude and longitude reference. 
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LATITUDE ANI? LONGITUDE; COORDINATES 
0 

L~ Tl TI,/1:\IE AN_p L,C>NGI_T 0JDE CQO_R_DJM"'IU 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PRO'"ERTY DEFINING THo:. <..loNTC:R POINl OF A PHOPERTY 

-- R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES -
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW 0 . . 0 . . 89° 31• 11· J4o 22. 20· 
NE 0 . . 0 • • 
SE 0 . • 0 . . 
sw 0 . . 0 . . 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY : 7 acres 

ILIST ALl,. STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR CC)UNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE : CODE COUNTY : CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY : CODE 

STATE : CODE COUNTY : CODE • 
01. ¥~.» PRcPAR!D &Y ~· 

;:'l 
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NAME AND TITLE: 

Paul Goeldner, Architect, Historic Sites Survev 

ORGABit'I!!P.iOn of Historic and Architectural Surveys, 

ID;;;l/74 National Park Service 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

1100 L Street NW. 
CITY OR TOWN : STATE CODE 

Washington District of Columbia I 
l·~- lTA't£ UAfSOH Of<Fle&R CtRTIFICA'l JON JUTtOHAL REGI$T£fl VERIFtcATtON 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
I hereby certify that this property is included in the tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 ( Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion Netional Re&iater, 

in the National Register and certify that it baa been 

.. valuated accordit>Q; to the c.--iteria and proceO..rea set 

forth by the National Park Serv1ce, Tile recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is : 
Director, Otllce of Arcl»oi<>U and Bletorlc Preeer.,atJon 

National 0 State 0 Local 0 

D!ite 

Name 
ATTEST: 

Title 

Keeper of The National Reglater 

Date Date 

GPO 931-894 
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9 :PRIC HQl,lE 
Oxford . Mississippi 
La fayette Cou:r:ty 

" tunadelle", the a:r:tebullurn home of the 
late Mr s . Ben Price. This ·house is built 
i:r: Georgia:r: style . 





Ammadelle, Oxford, Mississippi NPS Photo 1973 
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