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NAME

HISTORIC
U.S. Post Office   Araory, Mississippi

AND/OR COMMON

LOCATION
STREET & NUMBER

215 1st Avenue —NOT FOR PUBLICATION
CITY. TOWN

Amory

Mississippi

__ VICINITY OFC2T
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

2
COUNTY CODE
Monroe 95

CLASSIFICATION

CATEGORY
—DISTRICT

—BUILDING(S) 

.XSTRUCTURE

—SITE

—OBJECT

OWNERSHIP
.^PUBLIC

—PRIVATE 

_BOTH

PUBLIC ACQUISITION
—IN PROCESS

—BEING CONSIDERED

STATUS
2LOCCUPIED

—UNOCCUPIED

—WORK IN PROGRESS 
ACCESSIBLE

X-YES: RESTRICTED

— YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO

PRESENT USE
_AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM

—COMMERCIAL

—EDUCATIONAL

—ENTERTAINMENT 

JCGOVERNMENT

—INDUSTRIAL 

^MILITARY

—PARK

—PRIVATE RESIDENCE

—RELIGIOUS

—SCIENTIFIC

—TRANSPORTATION

—OTHER:

AGENCY
REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS: tIf applicable)

Memphis Field Real Estaf-p anrl BuilrHnpg United States Postal Servir.p.
STREET& NUMBER

1 North Front Street
CITY. TOWN
Memphis VICINITY OF

STATE

TN 38103

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

chancery Clerk's Office — Municipal Building
COURTHOUSE.
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC
STREET & NUMBER

P.O. Box 578
CITY. TOWN
Aberdeen

STATE 
Mississippi

tl REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE

DATE

-None- .FEDERAL —STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN STATE



[DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED XJJNALTERED X_ORIGINAL SITE

X.GOOD _RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE_______

—FAIR _UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The United States Post Office in Amory is located approximately two blocks 
northeast of Hwy. 25 as it bisects the central business district. It is Colonial 
Revival in style. A brick basement level rises above grade to a double-course, 
limestone water table. The elevated main floor is made accessible by a flight 
of granite steps with cast iron railings that terminate at the sidewalk with a 
pair of prominent lanterns. The exterior walls consist of one full story crowned 
by a wooden frieze and cornice highlighted by a dentil molding. The roof over 
the public lobby is transverse gable covered in slate shingles. A square, wooden, 
flat-roofed cupola with louvered lights for ventilation is located on the roof 
ridge over the central bay. The gable ends show small fanlights. The roof over 
the working area is the flat, built-up type with a brick parapet wall above, 
capped by a limestone coping. The street facade is divided into five bays 
reading window-window-door-window-window. The outer two windows and the middle 
three bays together are each contained in slightly recessed panels (or pilasters, 
the relationship is ambiguous). Windows in the front facade are wooden, double 
hung sash (twelve over twelve) and have limestone lintels and sills. The cen 
tral doorway is articulated by classical wooden detailing including a flanking 
pair of fluted, half-round Doric colonnettes, an entablature with a dentil mold 
ing, and a projecting cornice. A semicircular recessed panel appears above the 
transom with a brick voissoir surround. Centered in this space is a high relief 
cast stone eagle approximately two feet high. The west facade consists of five 
bays with two setbacks occurring behind the public lobby area. The east facade 
consists of four bays with only a slight setback behind the lobby. A loading 
platform projects from the center of the north facade. A full basement level 
exists here. Brick masonry in the English bond is used throughout. The interior 
plan (see enclosed plan drawing) consists of a rectangular public lobby immedi 
ately north of the central entrance, with the postmaster's office on the south 
west corner. The remaining area is given over to a large workroom and adjacent 
mailing vestibule which opens onto the loading platform. A small mezzanine 
level consisting of a swing room and lookout is located above and behind the 
public lobby. The lobby itself contains a polychrome terrazzo floor and tile 
wainscoting. Some original woodwork remains, although the screehline has been 
substantially altered and the wooden vestibule replaced by an aluminum one.

A mural by John McCrady, created under the Treasury Bureau's Section of 
Fine Arts program, was completed and installed in the lobby in 1939 at a cost 
of $560. The work, which depicts town life in Amory circa 1889, is presently 
in a good state of preservation. (See attached Fine Arts Inventory form).

See "Composite Biographical Sketches of Artists" for further discussion.



1 SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD
—PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499

— 1500-1599

— 1600-1699

— 1700-1799

— 1800-1899 

X-1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 
_ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC
—JXGRICULTURE
JXARCHITECTURE
XART
—COMMERCE
_COMMUNICATIONS

—COMMUNITY PLANNING

—CONSERVATION

—ECONOMICS

—EDUCATION

—ENGINEERING

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT

—INDUSTRY

—INVENTION

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW

— LITERATURE

—MILITARY 

_MUSIC

—PHILOSOPHY 

X.POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

—RELIGION

—SCIENCE

—SCULPTURE

—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN

—THEATER

—TRANSPORTATION 
_OTHER (SPEC'ev*

SPECIFIC DATES October, 1937 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Pittman Brothers Construction Co.,
Louisiana_________

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Politics/Government

The first Public Buildings Act of 1913 and the second Public Building Act of 1926 
were supplemented in 1933 by Congress, on the urging of Franklin Delano.Roosevelt, with 
the Federal Emergency Administration of Public Works. Between 1933 and .1941 a tremendous 
amount of construction resulted in the United States, including four post offices in 
Mississippi constructed under the 1926 Act and thirty-two post offices in Mississippi con 
structed under 1933 PWA legislation.

Th.e U.S. Post Office in Amory, Mississippi, built in 1939, is significant as one of 
the thirty-two post offices constructed in the state with Public Works Administration 
funds during the Great Depression. (See also "Federal Construction Work 1913-1941").

This Post Office and the City Hall represent the two most important governmental pub 
lic buildings within the community. Of the thirty-six post offices within this thematic 
nomination, all but five of them were designed in the Colonial Revival Style or at least 
show influences of this style; the Amory structure recalls the Georgian Style and as such 
represents a fine example of this idiom. The most significant details are the cupola, 
the fanlights in the gables, and the frontispiece with eagle motif.

Art

The Department of the Treasury's Section of Fine Arts Program was begun by Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt, and in two phases, the Public Works of Art Project and the Section of 
Painting and Sculpture, several thousand artists produced multiple thousand pieces of art 
throughout the United States, including sculpture and mural paintings.

The building is significant because of the beautiful mural in the lobby above the 
postmaster's office. The mural was completed in 1939 and it is entitled "Amory, Missis 
sippi. ..1889". The mural is appropriate to the community because it depicts the town's 
main street in 1889.1 The work was done by John McCrady who was born in Oxford, Missis 
sippi. (See also "The Treasury Department's Section of the Fine Arts Program").

'Tupelo Daily Journal, September 30, 1977, p. 14.



[MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
See bibliography attached to narrative entitled "The Treasury Department's 
Section of the Fine Arts Program" and "Federal Construction Work 1913-1941"
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The property nominated is indicated by the crossed ink lines on the 
accompanying U.S.G.S. map entitled Amory Quadrangle.

See Continuation Sheet for Verbal Boundary Description
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YES___ NO___ NONE___

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE

In compliance with Executive Order 11 593,1 hereby nominate this property to the National Register, certifying that the State 
Historic Preservation Officer has been allowed 90 days in which to present the nomination to the State Review Board and to 
evaluate its significance. The evaluated level of significance is __National __State ___Local. 
FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE

TITLE DATE
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AMORY, MS

Lot Nine (9) in Block Fifty One (51) of the Railroad Survey and Division of the 
City of Amory, Monroe County, Mississippi, as recorded on 21 May 1936, Deed Book 
103, Page 80, and Lot Ten (10) and southeast half of Lot Eleven (11) in Block 
Fifty One (51) of Railroad Survey and Division of the City of Amory, Monroe 
County, Mississippi as recorded on 21 May 1926, Deed Book 103, Page 79, Clerk 
of Chancery Court, Monroe County, Aberdeen, Mississippi.
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5 MEET
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bUILDING:

5 3//?/>/

CONDITION CIRCLE No. 4: NOTE «eefe 

O O D B. MODER.-DAMAGE 
^SLIGUTDEPECT 4- 5EYOND REPAIR

TYPE OFAGT CIRCLE APPC.OPPIATE 

AMD NOTE

3 DPAVING 5 SCULPTUPErm.EF 7 PUOTOGPAPWV
4 GQAPUIC G SCULPTUgEfl^c, 8 P£CQQATIV[Af2T

MUI2AL 
EASEL

PAINTING

3 GOUACHE b ENCAUSTIC 7 ACGYLIC 
4- TEMPEPA &~P-QESCO ft OTUEI2

ULPTUDE
STAN DING <6 BELIEF

1 METAL
2 STONE

3 CAST STONC
4 TEBDACOTTA

5 \VOOD 
G CE/2AM/C

S CULPTUCE &A5E [IF ANY]

1 METAL
2 STONE

3 MADBLE 
4- WOOD
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c5 OTUEfl_

1 CHALK
2 CMAQCOAL

GQAPUITE 
PEW4 INK

7 \\IAY CD A YON 
6 COLORED PENCIL

GQAPMIC AQ.T
1 WOODCUT
2 LINOCUT

3 STEEL ENGDAVG 5 ETOJ'GDCYPT 7 LITHOGH 
4. VOODENGPAV'G G ENGPAVGAQMT_____

1 5TILL-&LACK4VVMITE
2 STILL-COLOI2

3 MOVIE-BLACK 4 VWITE
4 MOVIE.-COLOD,

DECORATIVE ADT
1 MOSAIC
2 CEILING 

«, 3 COLUMNS 
•*>4 \VINDO\V5

5 DOOD$ FDAME
6 FOUNTAIN
7 FUBNITUI2E
8 STAIDCA5E5

9 FLOORS

11 M4NTEL5
12 \VALLS

13 PANELLING
U PILA5TEJ25 
15MIQDOI2S 
16METAL\VOQI<
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j j 5-.91 DATE INSPECTED —~ JAAL-45___.______________Bui-LD1NG ^D.; SCRIP
AS OF DATE 0

03 U S POST OFFICE 01 CITY CODE 40 
-. —04_IST_AVE_AND-3RO-5I__——————-_______-02—-FACILITY-CODE 
U 05 AMORY MISSISSIPPI 06 CONGRESSIONAL DISTR 

———————————————————————————————————————03—COUNTS-CODE_9&-

o ______________________
BLOCK DESCRIPTION 

O 12 LAND AREA -SO FEET.. ........................... 17,300
SIS 13 LAND COST* ___ SL6.QGQ 

14 INITIAL ACQUISITION -YEAR..................TM*. ...... 1935

16 BUILDING ACQUIRED BY GSA~YEAR!....!I!!!!I!I!!!!!!!II!
~ _IT_BUILDING ...COMPLETED --.YEAR.... ........................... 193 1
U 18 ' FLOORS* MAXIMUM -NUMBER. ...........................^.... 2
X 20 BUILDING REPLACEMENT*COST rTTIIITTIIMII 1111711""" $197*000
O __21_RETENTION ..LIFE -YEARS^..................................15

_.__ --..^^.....^^...............^^ ._ ...„...__.__..
U 23 GROSS BUILDING AREA -so FEET.................... 7,725

25 MECHANICAL AREA .SO FEET.. ....................... 989
O _ 26 _ NE.T..^REA..A5S1GNABLE.B.Y.. GSA .-SO FEET.... ...^. ....--— .......

27 NET AREA ASSIGNABLE BY OTHER -SO FEET.. ......... 5,612
_28__BUlLDlfs'CL_,.TYPE** • • »* * ••••-»**.** ̂ .. .PERMANENT-- POST OFF1 CE 

U 29 STRUCTURE -TYPE... ..................... .......WALL BEARING
_ 3.0 _ EJ^IliLJ:QMM:,^iyRE^^ .. R I BBED .5LABS_

31 FOUNDATION -TYPE. . .........................SPREAD FOOTINGS
^ _ / _ _ ._._ _ _ _ . _ _ ........ .._ __ ..._ _ ._ ..._._. _ _ . .. _ .. _ _..._. _ _. _ ........ _ _ _ . _ _. _ .... ..... .__....._. _ __.._.__ ......__..._._..... . ....-_ -...

32 EXTERIOR SURFACE -TYPE.* ...... ̂ ................ .. ••••BRICK
_ _3a_EXlERJOR_.SuRFACE- INSTALLED -YEAR. ...... ..••.....^.. .. .1937
O 34 EXTERIOR SURFACE -PERCENT COVERED...................... 90%
f | f _aS-JLJ.GHI.5QURIiLjQPEN.-JNUiyiBER . ....^. ... . • „„ ..~ *^. ** . . ....... ..-. ..
" 36 LIGHT COURTS CLOSED -NUMBER. ............................
O _3Z_SICYLIGHT5 -NUMBER... ...........................*........ 1

38 EMERGENCY EGRESS -STATUS.. ...................... ..ADEQUATE
_ _ 3.9__HJ5.T PRESERVE ._-••••• I S._.NOT POTENTIAL FOR .NATIONAL- REGISTER
O 40 LANDSCAPING -STATUS. ............................ ..ADEQUATE

41 PARKING SPACES -NUMBER... ............. ..
O _42_JBLDG.. OCCUPANTS. PER PARKING. SPACER-NUMBER....*..........-_.-

43 FLAGPOLES -NUMBER....................................... 1
_ _-.4^__ ROOF...AREA._-SQ..FEET« .............................. 4,500 ._. |
O ^5 ROOF -TYP£..............................COMPOSITION, SLATE
r f 5_4^__JJ.R£RBQQEI N.G_-S.T AIU5.*.. .* . . . . . •...•.. ...... a . .^ . . .NOT... REGUI RED._.___..
' 47 TYPE OF FUEL................. 4
CD _4B_PLUMBING SYSTEM -STATUS......•......•.......^^...ADEQUATE _- _

49 RESTROOMS» MALE -NUMBER. ........ e ...................... 2 ;
_ _5.0__RESTROOMS, -FEMALES-NUMBER.............................. 1._. ..._
G 51 WATERHEATER -TYPE......................................GAS

KO__| ̂ ^j NERATQR ^ » ^ j> ^ » - » A«. » NQ

O ..........



7 APR 71

ICT 1

___.fiEGJ ON__.____04-
BUILDING 230002

-90 -AREA-XODE — _ ——1

___08 -BUILDING CLASS 400....._....„.._.
09 OPERATING AGENCY POD 

___10__IWSRECT-I ON- CY£L£_A_*EAR£.
11 FLOOD CONTROL

BLOCK DESCRIPTION
24 WATTS PER NET SO FT...... 4.2853 KW POWER,

-SERVICE 
55 UNDERFLOOR DUCTS.........................................No

...-56—.J.Y.PE SERVICE..........**...SINGLE PHASE- 3 WIRE-120/240 VOLT
57 EMERGENCY' POWER ...........................................NO
.58—FIRE ALARM- -STATUS.. .................. ..........NOT REQUIRED
59 FIRE SPRINKLER -STATUS.........................NOT REQUIRED

^6.0_EALLOUT- SHEL T LR *...»-.*.. .* . . » „.+ * »* * » . ̂  * . ̂ .-. * *„.. +++++ * . N(
61 ELEVATORS -NUMBER........................................
62 ESCALATOR^ .—NUMBER.......................................

.63— DUMBWAITERS. -NUMBER............
64 SIDEWALK LIFTS -NUMBER.........
...65_CAFETERIAS-. -NUMBER * . . ... . .
66 TOTAL SEATING CAPACITY -NUMBER.........

...67... -TOTAL VENDING STANDS -NUMBER...........
68 VENDING STANDS BLIND OPERATED -NUMBER.
69....-.CENTRAL-AIR CONDITIONING..............
70 WINDOW AIR CONDITIONERS.-TOTAL TONNAGE 
JZI_PACKAGE .AIR.CONDITION ING. -' 
72 EVAPORATIVE COOLERS -NUMBER

.*....NO 
7

77 
_78
79
80
81 

-fi.2.

....A 
2,017

It054

AIR CONDITIONING ZONc. .............................
-SpACE NOw AIR CONDITIONED »SQ FEET.. ..............
SPACE TO BE AIR CONDITIONED BY GSA .SO FEET.......
SPAC^.TO BE AIR. CONDITIONED BY_. OTHERS -SQ.F.EEX*-.**. 
SPACE NOT TO BE AIR CONDITIONED -SO FEET. .........
SPACE TO BE RE-AIR .CONDITIONED -SO FEET... ...*..».- ^_^2i017
AIR RAID SYSTfM. ........................................ .NO
WATCHMAN SYSTEM -STATUS. ..................... ..*NOt REQUlRED
R6I FUNDING PERCENT. .................................... 100
F_IBST_-.BLDG_EXTEN S ION ..... . . . _______ ( 83J__5Q_.FJ_* ...... ______

84 .. SECOND BLDG EXTENSION..... .
86 THIRD BLDG EXTENSION. ......
88 ^FOURTH BLDG EXTENSION......

(.85) SQ .F.T.. «••... 
(87) Su FT.......
(89).._5Q...FJ. ...... .



-O -
1ST AVE AND 3RD ST 

! 1551SSI PPL

_..._#_*_ _._»._*__.#___*_*__*__*__...*_._* ..... .*_„ .#.__*...

W I PRQJ CAT APPR AA5 WORK ITEMJLlIk£r

.OOZQ____Q5JL.._720__4S6._J4132__5.CREENLINE ALTERATIONS
REIMB # AGENCY POD 

.ALTERATIONS TO_SCREENLINE AND SERVICE COUNTER TO PROVIDE 
ADDITIONAL LOCKBOXES.AND BANK-TYPE SERVICE WINDOWS* AS SHOWN
ON DRAWING NO. 27-01300-48.

AS OF DATE 19 MAR 71

WORK...ITEM INVENTORY 

CAP. 

NO

o

PLAN YFAR
S9«700 INITIAL DATE 

INITIAL AUTH
._._.._._ LATEST DATE 

TOTAL AUTH

-DESIGN 
##70*#

**NEW** CURRENT YEAR

REIMB # 
$

OVERDUE 71 *****??

1
9 f 700
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United States Post Office 
Amory, Mississippi

View of main facade

OCT 14
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United States Post Office 
Amory, Mississippi

"Amory, MS, - 1889", mural by 
John McCrady over PM's door.

OCT I 4m


	88000691.pdf
	88000691

