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Building (No. 101-3X)

Only one brick wall is standing at the site of Elizabeth Female Academy.

« The
proposed Natchez Trace Parkway will be to where an
interpretive pulloff is planned. The area is covered with a very heavy,
dense growth of vines and trees.

The wall that is standing is 13 inches thick and 12 feet 1 inch high. Two
fireplaces are located between two windows, and measurements from brick to
brick in one window are 3 feet 3 inches by 8 feet 11 inches. The outline
of the building is visible, and measured 49 feet 9 inches by 36 feet 2 inche

Bishop Charles Galloway visited the site just before the turn of the century
when the site was in ruins because of a fire, circa 1875-1880. He said the
architecture style was Spanish and the structure was two and one-half stories$
high. There were other buildings but nothing is known of them.

Recommended treatment: Preservation
Preliminary cost estimate for above: $1,000.00
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'STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

One author (Galloway) states that Elizabeth Female Academy, chartered on
February 17, 1818, is the first chartered institution for the higher educa-
tion of young women in the South, if not in the United States.

Though called an academy, it did full collegiate work, had a high standard
of scholarship, and conferred degrees. The institution was located at
Washington, Mississippi, six miles east of Natchez. Washington had been
the brilliant and busy little territorial capital and was then the center
of social and political influence.

Galloway made a visit prior to 1898 and said the style of architecture was

borrowed from the Spanish of colonial times, the structure was two and one-
half stories high, the first of brick, the others in frame. A fire consumed
the building some 20 years prior to his visit leaving only the solid masonry.

The school was Methodist operated, and the grounds and buildings were donated
to the Mississippi Conference by Mrs. Elizabeth Roach in 1818. The institu-
tion was called Elizabeth Female Academy in her honor. The academy opened
its doors to pupils on November 12, 1818,

The spiritual culture of the students was the supreme concern of the faculty
rather than training for a profession. Some studies of the senior class
included chemistry, natural philosophy, moral philosophy, botany, Latin,
Aesops Fables, etc. From 1819 to 1829, boarders at the school annually
amounted in number from 28 to 63. One of the better known faculty members
was John James Audubon.

The removal of the capital to Jackson, the shifting of the center of popula-
tion, several epidemics of yellow fever, and other causes of varying fortunes
forced the academy to suspend operation in 1845.
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