
Form No. 10-300 (Rev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
___________TYPE ALL ENTRIES - COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS_____

NAME
HISTORIC

Lawson Site__________________________________________AND/OR COMMON

I LOCATION

CLASSIFICATION

CATEGORY
—DISTRICT 

_BUILDING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

^.SITE

—OBJECT

OWNERSHIP
—PUBLIC

•ILPRIVATE 

_BOTH

PUBLIC ACQUISITION
_IN PROCESS 

X.BEING CONSIDERED

STATUS
—OCCUPIED

—^UNOCCUPIED

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE
J?YES: RESTRICTED

— YES: UNRESTRICTED

—NO

PRESENT USE
_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM

—COMMERCIAL

—EDUCATIONAL

—ENTERTAINMENT

—GOVERNMENT

—INDUSTRIAL

—MILITARY

—PARK

—PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_RELIGIOUS

—SCIENTIFIC

—TRANSPORTATION 

J?OTHER:
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Miss L. A. Lawson Mrs. Mary Lawson
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4117 Navalo Road 201 South 7th Street
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Jackson, Mississippi
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STATE
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COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. Monroe County Courthouse
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TITLE

Mississippi Archaeological Survey
DATE
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The Lawson site covers a roughly oval-shaped area which measures 
approximately 200 f ee tJIHjHjJHIB by 100 ^ ee^9iffijjjjijji The midden 
deposit varies in thickness but much of it is arounatwo feet deep.
The gnrfar.p nf 1"hp site exhibits a COVj

trees.
This feature holds water the year round.

covered by the 
Cypress trees "common to such low wet features.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Lawson Site is a small well preserved preceramic midden. Over 
two feet of deposit insure that considerable artifactual material remains 
in an undisturbed context. Testing by the Mississippi Department of 
Archives and History revealed evidence suggesting that the bulk of de 
posit is from the Archaic period with a relatively thin stratum at the 
bottom of the site representing an Early Archaic occupation. Although 
many sites of this period are known in the area, few are known with un 
disturbed deposit. The nearby Hester-Standifer Creek Site which appears 
to have been continuously occupied during Late Paleo Indian-Early Archaic 
times was no doubt culturally connected with the Lawson Site in some 
manner. The Hester-Standifer Creek Site is an exceptionally large site 
(ca. 6 acres) for its early date range and possibly functioned as a base 
camp or annual meeting place for the various segments of a society. It 
is thought that the Lawson Site, due to its much smaller size, could 
represent a special activity area of the same society. Since both 
Hester-Standifer Creek and Lawson are fairly well preserved, the answer 
to this problem should be obtainable.

The main significance of the Lawson Site then is in its potential 
for contributing to the understanding of an extinct social system.
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