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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The earliest known description of the Inzer Site was made 
in 1903 by George J. Leftwich, whose account was accompanied by 
a plat of the site and surrounding area by George S. Tihdall. 
The three main features were a temple mound which was in the 
approximate center of a circular "breastworks," another main 
feature, and a small round mound composed largely of mussel 
shells with some human bones situated just within the "breast 
work." Approximately 460 yards of an earthen embankment inter 
preted by Leftwich as a breastwork was clearly visible at that 
time, although no mention was made concerning its height and

from which the mound fill m

said to
high. A depression 

have come was reported to lie

At present, there is no sign of the earthen embankment. 
Years of cultivation have evidently spread it over the sur 
rounding fields. There is some evidence of the approximate 
former location of the shell mound in the presence of widely 
scattered mussel shells in part of the site. The temple mound 
too has been altered through erosion since 1903. although it 
retains most of its bulk and is still roughly square in outline.

Leftwich evidently regarded the earthen embankment as the 
remains of the French fort built by Bienville in 1736, although 
its circular outline is not in keeping with other French forts 
of that day. The size of the remains would seem to present 
another obstacle in that Bie.nville,,cut only 600 piles for con 
struction of the fort. This number would certainly not effec 
tively surround the structure outlined on the Tindall plat, and 
evidence of tlie location of the Bienville fort at the Inzer site 
is presently lacking.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Inzer site is important both
logically. Surface collections indicate aboriginal'"occupation 
there ranging from approximately 5QJ/ JB. C. until after white 
contact. The midden appears to have substantial depth in place 
and would probably yield useful information on the cultural 
sequence and cultural ecology of several centuries of prehistor; 
if preserved and scientifically excavated.

The physical aspects of the site which first drew the atten 
tion of modern scholars are a temple mound, probably of Miss^is- 
sippian origin, and a lengthy earthen embankment. The mound ap 
pears to be centered within the area enclosed by the embankment 
and may have been functionally related. Local legends say that 
the mound was the site of a French fort built by Bienville in 
1736.

It is a matter of record that Bienville constructed a fort 
the vicinity in 1736 a although-the exact location has not yet 
been established. Bienville, the civil and military governor 
of Louisiana, led an expedition against the Chickffsaw' Indians 
in that year. He arrived in May at the last portage

IT

"This portage--is situated on a fine bluff ten 
leagues from the village of the Chickasaw Indians"

Here the French force of 600 men met an allied force of 600-700
hoctaw Indians. They remained for two days plotting strategy 

against the Chickasaw and constructing a fort. Approximately 
600 large poles the size of a man's thigh were cut for this pur- 
ipose. From the newly constructed fort, the French set out for 
the Chickasaw village and were subsequently defeated at the 
[village of Ackia. They returned to this "portage" on May 29 and)

The same fortification was used in 1752 by the Marquis de 
jVaudreiul, Bienville's successor who led another expedition
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according; to the c~iteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National State . Local,

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.
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