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Oakland is a one-story brick-and-stucco residence located on 3-1/2 acres 
south of Liberty Road at 9 Oakhurst Drive in Natchez, Mississippi. The main 
five-bay block, covered by a pyramidal roof, is flanked on each side by small 
wings with hipped roofs. A spacious gallery runs along the full sixty-one-foot 
width with simple square columns supporting a full entablature. The entrance 
is marked by a substantial battered-and-eared frontispiece containing a large 
transom, a two-paneled door, and large flanking panels where sidelights might 
normally be found. Floor-length six-over-nine windows give additional access 
to the interior and are unique in Mississippi because of their splendid mahog­ 
any sashes.

The rear elevation presents a variation of the regionally popular gallery- 
between-cabinets scheme by the extension of the end cabinets beyond the line 
of the main block for improved cross ventilation. In recent years, the rear 
gallery has been enclosed with glass set between the simple wooden columns. 
Principal architectural features of all the secondary elevations include the 
arched openings below a three-course watertable and the full entablature in 
brick.

Located a few yards behind Oakland is a two-story brick dependency 
housing a kitchen and quarters. Originally, this structure featured a can- 
tilevered balcony along its six-bay front, but this interesting element was 
unnecessarily altered when supporting posts were added below in recent years.

The plan of Oakland provides for a broad center hall connecting the front 
and rear galleries, with the drawing and dining rooms occupying the forward 
half of the main block and large bedrooms the rear half. Directly off the 
dining room is the south wing containing a modern kitchen in a former pantry. 
For balance, a similar north wing was added off the drawing room a few years 
after the house was finished. Now used as a library, the addition may have 
originally provided for a schoolroom on the main floor and a "milk room" on 
the ground level. Connecting the two levels is a winding circular stair 
housed in an unusual cylindrical shaft. The plan is completed by the bed 
and bath rooms which occupy the rear cabinets.

The interior trim of Oakland is characteristic of the Greek Revival 
period but is substantially more chaste and sophisticated than many of 
its Mississippi contemporaries. Doors and windows are surrounded by wide 
battered-and-eared architraves which rise slightly on axis to approximate 
pediments. Paneling is found on all doors, jambs, soffits and on interior 
shutters fitted into splayed reveals. Large, beautifully proportioned 
plaster entablatures decorate the hall, drawing room and dining room, 
while the secondary chambers have only much simpler cornices. Mantels 
are of white marble or wood designed with pilasters supporting simple 
uncarved friezes and shelves. A single exception is found in a rear 
bedroom, where the mantel is of pink marble with an arched fire chamber, 
panel-like spandrels and a shielded keystone. Also of note are the 
marbleized baseboards in the center passage and the pairs of mahogany 
sliding doors between the drawing and dining rooms and the hall.
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Located at 9 Oakhurst Drive in Natchez, Mississippi, is "Oakland," a signif­ 
icant example of Greek Revival architecture and one of the most prominent "suburban 
villas" in the region. Although only a one-story structure, Oakland is monumental 
in character because of its excellent proportions, generous scale, and sophisticated 
detail. The interior space is complemented by fine Greek Revival plaster and wood­ 
work and is considered among the best-calculated and best-executed interiors of its 
period in the state. In addition, Oakland is significant as the residence of sev­ 
eral families important in the social history of Natchez, particularly during the 
Civil War era.

Oakland was constructed between 1838 and 1844 by Horatio Sprague Eustis 
(1811-1858), a native of Rhode Island who migrated to Natchez after graduation 
from Harvard in 1830. He was employed as a tutor to Catherine Chotard (1820-1877), 
whose family was described in 1837 as among "the most wealthy and inteligent [sic] 
part of this community" (Johnson p. 210). Her maternal grandfather was Stephen 
Minor, the last Spanish territorial governor of the Natchez District, and her 
father, Major Henry Chotard, served with great distinction at New Orleans with 
General Andrew Jackson (Claiborne, 1:345). Marrying Catherine Chotard in 1838, 
Eustis became one of the most aristocratic citizens of Natchez, and by 1844 
he had constructed Oakland on 22.5 acres of land given to his wife by her father 
(Adams County Deed Book HH, p. 436). Eustis held title to the property until 
1857, when the house was sold to a cousin, John Minor (Adams County Deed Book 
LL, p. 288), who was described as "a very superior gentleman . . . [who] spent 
his life in fox-hunting and giving dinner parties, and reading literary works" 
(Southern Claims Commission, Testimony of Julia A. Nutt, March 19, 1874). His 
wife was Katherine Surget Minor, whose plantations were estimated to be worth 
$1,500,000.

It was under the Minor ownership that Oakland became significant as the 
local center of Union sympathies during the Civil War. When Federal troops 
occupied Natchez, Oakland served as a "perfect hotel for officers, Generals 
and all" (Southern Claims Commission, Testimony of Thomas H. Spain, May 24, 
1875). According to Confederate General William T. Martin, John Minor's 
hospitality cost him dearly:

. . . Most all his associates, classmates and relatives were in 
the Confederate army, and they all showed him, in one way or 
another their disapproval of his course   not only because he 
had not gone into the Army, but also because Mrs. Minor and
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himself were constantly entertaining the Federal officers at 
their house during the time they were there. That family, above 
all others, was regarded as the Union family of the place, by 
those who knew anything about them or had any social relations 
with them . . . the Minor family were in very bad odor with the Con­ 
federates . . . (Southern Claims Commission, Testimony of William T. 
Martin, December 12, 1877).

After the Civil War, John Minor continued to be abused by the citizens of 
Natchez until his "treatment from old friends and associates had been such that 
he didn't care whether he lived or died" (Southern Claims Commission, Testimony 
of William T. Martin, December 12, 1877). Minor died in 1869 at the age of 37.

Oakland continued to be occupied by the descendants of John Minor until 
1949, when it was sold to Alan W. Granning (Adams County Deed Book 6F, p. 407), 
who subsequently subdivided the property leaving three-and-one-half acres around 
the residence. In 1960, title passed to Lawrence Adams (Adams County Deed Book 
8X, p. 369), who has opened the house to the public each spring during the month- 
long Natchez Pilgrimage.
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