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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
There are two areas which comprise the Doak's Stand Treaty Site and which

Doak's Improvement

and pine trees. 7 .
is mostly in pasture grass, with a few, principally

r

The supposed site of Doak's Stand is within Doak's

fned- togthe area of the oval and indicate a late Choctaw’Indtan camponent and a
temporary Euro-American occupation in the early 1800s. , ..
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The primary significance of this dual site lies in its connection with the
signing of the Treaty of Doak's Stand (1820), by which the United States obtained
a large portidn of land in present-day Mississippi from the Choctaw Indians. The
site is also archaeologically significant because of ev1dence of Indlan—whlte con-
tact.

Ca. 1810, wWilliam Doak established on the s:.te a tavern which became one of
the better-known stopping places along the Natchez Trace (Phelps 1949:23), the
postal route between Nashville, Tennessee, and Natchez, Mississippi. The facility
served as the post office for a sizeable area (Natchez Trace Parkway Survey 1940:66).
Apparently Doak prospered in his business, since, according to the Hinds County tax
rolls, in 1822 he was assessed for eighteen slaves (Phelps 1949:24). 1In 1823 he was

It would seem that ¥ since ten miles separated
his Natchez Trace location from the nearest part of that county. The family appar-
ently remained in the tavern business in Hinds County, however, but at a dlfferent
location from that of the original Doak's Stand. <

on the map a few years later. The original plat
surveyed in 1832-1834 and signed by Gideon Fitz, "
of the State of Tennessee," shows the second stand

Parkway Survey 1940:103), extendlng from Columbus, Mississippi, and connecting with
the Natchez Tra The latter would there-
fore have been cut off from the main route o ave een Natchez and Nashville.
The new Doak's Stand was the property of "Doake and Ward" but by 1834 was -owned by
Josiah L. Doak and wife (Phelps 1949:B).

Some confusion has arisen over the actual site of the treaty signing. According
to various sources (De Rosier 1970:61; Natchez Trace Parkway Survey 1940:66; Kappler

1972. was_si edatornearDoak'sSW The
is most explicit concerning the location, stating that

the treaty was signed about a half mile below the stand. An examination of the
original survey plat drawn in 1823 by Henry
Washington, shows two C ear:.ngs on ated by about two hundred
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An_ins ion of the two Doak properties revealed
a concentration of historic period Choc-
taw ceramics and Euro-American artifacts of the period ca. 1820. The site is assumed
to be the location of the tavern. The treaty, then, could have been si n the
southern end of Doak's Improvement or on the nearby area calledw In
either case, Doak's Stand could have been about one-half mile away.
jeld inspection of the site termed Doak's Stand in
led a concentration of Euro-American artifacts very similar to those
found at Doak's Improvement. Although the site is clearly labeled "Doak's Stand"
and the family name is spelled differently on the two sites to the north, it seems
that one of the sites is actually the treaty site.
The conclusion is ba mainly on the apparent location of the southerly site imme-

e signing of the trea

The signing of the Treaty of Doak's Stand on October 18, 1820, was of signifi-
cance to the nation and to Mississippi in that it opened a vast area to white set-
tlement. The terms involved a land exchange in which the United States obtained
5,169,788 acres in Mississippi, mcludlng a large part!
and the Choctaw nation received in return 13,000,000 acres in present—day Oklahama,
Texas, and Arkansas. Since the signing of the Treaty of Hopewell in 1786, it had
been federal policy to manade the Indians' affairs "in such a manner" as the United
States goverrment thought "proper" (De Rosier 1970:18). The concept usually trans-
lated into the practice of acquiring Indian land. The Treaty of Doak's Stand was
the fifth agreement involving the cession of Choctaw lands to the United States
but the first which took steps to remove the Indians west.

The Choctaws had been assured in 1816 that they would never again be asked to
cede more land to the United States and weré understandably angered when they were
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approached with another such proposal in 1818 (De Rosier 1970:47, 52). They resisted
any discussion of the question until finally persuaded to meet at Doak's Stand in
October, 1820. Considerable pressure for Indian removal was generated on the local
level by white settlers, and a minority of Choctaws in positions of power also fa-
vored removal (De Rosier 1970:54). Chief Red Foot was agreeable to the land swap,
and other chiefs, although opposed, felt it inevitable. James Pitchlyn, an influ-
ential Choctaw leader of mixed blood, favored the move (De Rosier 1970:50, 60).

The United States made a determined effort to conclude a successful treaty.
Twenty thousand dollars was made available for treaty expenses. With this money,
Gen. Andrew Jackson, who, together with Gen. Thomas Hinds, represented the United
States at the negotiations, bought a twenty-day supply of beef, corn, liquor, and
other provisions (De Rosier 1970:59-60). Jackson had sensed a weakening in the
Indians' resolve not to move and sought to intimidate them by calling for an in-
crease in United States military strength in the area (De Rosier 1970:61). Two
chiefs, Mushulatubbee and Pushmataha, decided shortly after negotiations opened
that they would support the land exchange. This decision on their part, the in-
fluence of a trusted white missionary, Cyrus Kingsbury, and Andrew Jackson's threat
of wfie lpgss of the frlendshlp of the United States were powerful forces of persua-
sion which finally resulted in the treaty being signed.

The Doak's Stand site has archaeological potential. The relationship of the
Indian and Euro-American artifacts found at the presumed tavern site might be:de- i
termined by excavations. Are the Choctaw ceramics simply the debris of a few days**
durlng which the negotiations occurred or do they represent Indlans who lived there
in connection with the stand? Although a trash dump has not been - legated, one may ¢
exist which could reveal details concerning the economy of the inhabitants.s Com-
parative studies between this site and the apparently later Doak's Stand site woulde
be useful as a means of determining the degree of cultural change during a short time.

9 - MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAI, REFERENCES ‘ "
Phelps, Dawson A.

1949 stands and Accommodations on the Natchez Trace. The Journal of
Mississippi History 6:1-84.

United States De t of the i
1941 United States Government Printing
ffice, Washington.

-\




[EBMA]JOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

De Rosier, Arthur H., Jr. _ .
) 1970’ The Retrovél of the Choctaw Indians. University of Tennessee Press,

Knoxville.

Kappler, Charles J. o
£ 19"72 Indian Treaties 1778-1883. Interland Publishing, Inc. New York, N.Y.

Ef)GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTV‘—
UTM REFERENCES

Al
ZUN!

e ot o it st r— [p—— S ——

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
STATE CODE COUNTY - CODE
e v '_\i .
[§1F ORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE
Samuel 0. McGahey, Archaeologist
ORGANIZATION DATE
Mississippi Department of Archives and History July 20, 1977
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
P. 0. Box 571 (601) 354-6218
CITY OR TOWN . T STATE e 1
Jackson o - Mississippi 39205 ‘

EPISTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE iS:
NATIONAL X__ STATE _____ LOCAL _____

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and ceértify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE %k 2. JAALq S
TITLE

State Historic Preservation Officer DATE September 14, 1977

GPO 892.453



