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::HITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 

Two-story stone-faced brick church with square corner tower with tall 
finials. Rusticated, random-coursed, rock-faced walls; pointed-arch 
windows trimmed with smooth ashlar blocks. Corner tower is buttressed as 
are parapeted gable sections; northern side facade and southern portion of 
front facade are battlemented. Large tripart stain glass windows set in 
agee arch on front elevation . 

ERATIONS: 

Two-story brick addition to r ear facade not visible from front street 
facade. 

"BUILDINGS: 

DSCAPE FEATURES : 

fEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: 

fhe First Presbyterian Church of Meridian was founded in 1856, but a 
: hurch structure was not built until 1867. L.A. Ragsdale, one of the 
_ity's founding fathers, donated the building site at the co~ner of 
25 th Avenue and 7th Street, and the church remained at this location until 
it was bought by the City for the purpose of building a public library. 
rhe original cornerstone, dated March 30, 1867, has been incorporated into 

I 

the wall of the present building. Although churches are generally exclude 
from the Register, its historical significance and the fact that it was 
jesigned by P . J . Krouse, architect bf most of Meridian's outstanding 
Juildings from 1900-1920, should justify its inclusion . 

(c.on:Unue.d) 
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NAME: First Presbyterian Church of Meridian Inc. 

STREET N·O: 911 23rd Avenue 

TOWN/VIC : Meridian 

COUNTY : Lauderdale 

BLOCK/LOT: Ragsdale block 59/over 

PRESENT OWNER: Dr. W. F. Skaggs, President 
ADDRESS First Presbyterian Church of Meridian, 

911 23rd Avenue, Meridian, Mississippi 
PRESENT USE: h h c urc 
FORMER USE: 

DATE: 1913 

STYLE: Gothic Revival 

ARCH/BUILDER: P. J. Krouse 

SOURCE OF DATE: Meridian Public Library 

ENVIRONMENT: Commercial 
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- :. ·,.., · . .. " r ..... ~.N VV1TH NORTH ARROV~ At D ~mAPE OF STr .uC fURE : 

'SIGAL CONDITION : 

ood 

:EATS: 

.SAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: 

agsdale block 59, lots 1-4, N 1/2 of 5,6,7,8 and 2 ' off N 
ide of S 1/2 of 5,6,7,8 . 

EAGE: About one acre 

I REF: 
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M PREPARED BY : 

•dy Cook 
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DATE 

February, 1979 

CONTINUATION : 

The. F..i.Mt PJteAbyte!U.an ChuJteh J...6 aJteWe.etuJtaily .6igniMeant 
a.6 on e. o tS two Go:t.YUe Re. vi val. e.ec.i.eA iMUeai. .6 .:tJr.uc;twz.eA in 
MwcU.an. StywUe tS e.atuJteA Me. liA .6te.e.p.ty pliehe.d Jtoo t).6 
with eoltne.Jt butilteA.6eA and .taltge. pointe.d-aJteh .:tJr.aee.Jty w.i.n­
dow.6 , a eoJtne.Jt ba.;t;tfe.me.nte.d towel!. with pinnac.l.e.-6, and 
batile.me.nte.d .6 e.edon-6 on the. .6 outhe.Jtn and noltthe.Jtn t)aeadeA 
with .tanee.t-aJteh p01teh e.ntltieA . High Vietoltian Gothie 
e..te.me.nt-6 aJte. .6e.e.n in the. builcU.ng ' .6 .6tone. Mni.6h, whe.Jte. 
JtU.6Ueate.d Jtandom-eoult.6e.d Jtoek-naee.d wai..t.6 aJte. eonti!.Mte.d 
by the. .6mooth a,t,h.ta/t b.toek tUm on the. w.i.ndoW6 and the. daJtk 
.6tone. eoping on the. batt.e.e.me.nt-6 and gab.te.-Jtoon .6e.etion.6. 
Thi.A ehuJtc.h WM deAigne.d b 1J P. J . Ktr..oU-6 e.. 
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