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DESCRI >'!ION 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OR IGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Will Watkins House is located on an elevated , terraced, mid-block lot 
on the lvest side of North State Street in Jackson , ~1ississippi . Surrounded by 
casually landscaped grounds, the stately three-bay , bvo-and-a-half-story , frame 
Colonial Revival mansion features a handsome, classically inspired portico with 
giant-order Ionic columns carrying a full entablature . The end bays of the flat
roofed portico, Khid1 project slightly, are further emphasized by shallow pedi
ments on the front and side faces and are each topped by a plain , truncated 
parapet . A boldly turned roof balustrade runs bebveen the tlvo projecting pavil
ions, and the portico is enclosed by a reticulated, parapet-like balustrade . 
1asterfully treated as a frontispiece in its own right, the portico nicely frames 
the large and elaborate frontispiece surrounding the central entrance . Set \vithin 
a coupled-colwnn frame are the single-panel, double-leaf , glazed doors and side 
lights under the broad, fanlight transom . Ionic colonnettes, set on low, paneled 
pedestals corresponding to the spandrels of the doors and side lights , flank the 
doors . A handsome balcony enclosed by a turned balustrade and carried on coupled, 
elongated consoles is set atop the stylized cornice of the frontispiece . The 
simpler, tripartite frontispiece on the second level enframes glazed, double-leaf 
doors . The latter are set beneath a transom \vith the mw1tins arranged in a diamond 
pattern and are flanked by one-over-one sash windm.:s, the top sash of which matches 
the transom . In the outer bays, the fenestration of the first level is identical 
to the balcony frontispiece, and the second-level fenestration repeats the tri
partite theme with a range of three windows featuring the diamond motif on the 
upper sash . 

The monumental detailing \\as lavished exclusively on the facade of the clap
board-sheathed house. The side and rear elevations of the stntcture are void of 
architectural embellishment save for the continuous frieze board set beneath the 
boxed eaves of the hip roof. The plainness of the secondary elevations is re
lieved by the grouping and arrangement of the one-over-one sash windm.,rs and the 
shallow, projecting pavilion that breaks from the center of the northern and 
southern sides of the house. 

On the interior, a handsome staircase dominates the wide, gracious central 
hall of the double-pile plan. Centered behind an Ionic-colwnned screen that 
echoes the arrangement of the entrance-door frontispiece, a closed-course, single 
flight rises to the landing and then returns on itself, continuing to the second 
level in bvo narrower flight se against the walls . Slender, turned balusters 
carry the continuous, ramped handrail, and the framing for all three flights is 
enclosed by \vainscoting. The detailing throughout the rest of the house is much 
less ambitious but is typical of the period . Only one Colonial-Revi al-style 
mantel, that in the northeastern parlor, has sun ived . The original two-panel, 
clouhle-leaf sliding doors that join the double parlors on ho h the southern and 
northern sides of the house, as \vell as the doors that connect the front rooms 
with the central hal], arc still in place . 
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SIGNU'I C \N CE 
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PECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Located on North State Street, once the most fashionable residential avenue 
in Jackson, the Nill Watkins House is a stately , infrequent survivor of the monu
mental Colonial Revival style in the capital city. The facade and central hall 
are capably designed as a series of elegant, classically inspired frontispieces, 
making the house an important local example of a mode noted for its grand treat
ment of formal reception areas . , It is also significant as the home for many years 
of William Hamilton Watkins (1871-1959) , who rose from respected pioneer stock of 
modest means to become one of the most prominent attorneys and civic leaders in 
the history of Jackson . 

Watkins , a native of Jefferson County , 1ississippi, ,.;orked to finance his ovm 
education at Southern University in Greensboro , Alabama , and later at the newly 
founded 1illsaps College in Jackson . After attending the University of lississippi 
law school, he became a member of the !ississippi bar and began the practice of law 
in Jackson in 1895. The following year he married !argaret H. litchell of Kirkwood, 
Missouri, and by ca . 1900 had purchased property at the northern edge of the expand
ing city, on what "''as fast becoming the most prestigious residential boulevard in 
Jackson . 

In 1905, Will Watkins entered into partnership with Walter Easterling, and 
later he established a new partnership with his brother, H. V. Watkins, and Pat H. 
Eager , Jr. Today the firm continues as \~·a kins and Eager, one of Jackson's most 
successful law offices . Attaining a position of professional prominence , Will 
Wat kins was president of the 1ississippi Bar Association in 1939-1940 . In addition 
to his distinguished legal career , Watkins assLUned a leadership role in the civic, 
cultural, and reljgious life of the comrmmity , serving as president of the board 
of trustees of the lississippi Department of Archi es nd llistory (1936-1955) , 
member of the board of trustees of Tougaloo College (1938-1952) , and member of 
the board of ste,.;anls of Galloway 1 ernorial United 1ethodist Church for many years . 

orth State Street, the site of the Will Watkins House , was laid out in the 
plan of the newly created capital city drawn by Peter A. Vandorn in 1822 . Origi
nally conceived as one of the two main thoroughfares for Jackson (the other being 
Capitol Street), i was, during the first four decades of the twentieth century, 
a tree-shaded avenue lined h·ith he homes of outstanding leaders in the financial , 
c1v1c, oci.al, political , and religious life of the city and of the state . The 
Will Watkins I!ouse (1908-9), built on the site o[ \ ill and largnret Watkins's 
earlier (ca . 1900) home, was designed not only for domestic routine but also for 
formal entertaining . Its plan was intended to impress and accommodate . The cen
tral entrance hall, which communicates with the principal rooms to either side , is 
the most interesting and lm•ishly detailed space in the house . Despite the vicis
situdes that once-grand orth State Street has experienced , the exterior of the \Vill 
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8 - SIGNIFICANCE 

Watkins !louse and much of the interior have survived intact, making it one of the 
most ambitious and complete Colonial Revival residential structures in Jackson. 

The house was occupied by the Watkins family for almost forty years, although 
in the latter years of tl1eir ownership, sections were converted to apartments. Subse
quent owners maintained the structure as an apartment house until Dr. and Mrs. Robert 
L. Taylor purchased it in 1957 and returned it to a single-family dwelling. Late in 
1976, Dr . R. Arnold Smith, Jr.;· acquired the property from the Taylors and is in the 
process of restoring the building and sensitively converting it to commercial use. 

9 - M6.JOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Personal Inspection of Will Watkins House by ~lary fcCahon Shoemaker , architectural 
historian, January 22, 1978. 

Personal Interview. Priscilla Jvl . Lo\\rrey, historian, with 1rs . \ . F. Goodman, Sr . 
(daughter of William H. Watkins) , January 23 , 1978. 

10 - GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

metes and bounds to-wit: 
Beginning at the intersection of the orth right of way line of \Vebster 
Street \vi th the West right of way line of Torth State Street; thence run 
Westerly along the said North right of way line of l\TebsteT Street 200 .0 
feet· thence tun1 rigl:t 97 degrees 36 minutes and run ortheasterly 121.00 
feet; thence turn left 21 degrees 24 minutes 30 seconds and Tun Northwesterly 
128.39 feet; thence turn right 105 degrees 01 minutes 30 seconds and run 
Easterly and perpendicular to the aforeJTlentioned hest right of way line 
of NoTth State Street for a distance of 219 . 78 feet to a point on the said 
\\'est right of w~y line of orth Stntc Street; thence turn right 90 degrees 
00 minutes :md run Southerly along s:1id \\'est rir.ht of w;1y 1 inc for n <listnncc 
of 240.0 feet to the point of beginning cont<1in.ing 48 , 000.00 square feet . 
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PHaro NO . 1 - WILL WATKINS HOUSE 
Jackson, Hinds Cotmty, Mississippi 
Photographer: Unknown (Collection of 

Mrs. W. F. Goodman, Sr., Jackson, Mis
sissippi 

1930 
Mississippi Department of Archives and 

History 
Eastern elevation (facade) from the east . 
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PHOTO NO. 2 - WILL WATKINS HOUSE 
Jackson, Hinds County, Mississippi 
Michael Fazio 
June, 1977 
~tississippi Department of Archives 

and History 
Eastern and southern elevations from the 

southeast. 





POOTO NO. 3 - WILL WATKINS HOUSE 
Jackson, Hinds Cotmty, Mississippi 
~tichael Fazio 
June, 1977 
Mississippi Department of Archives 

and History 
Western (rear) elevation from the west. 





f Name : WI I I Watk ins House 
Locat ion : Jackson , ~S 

Photo Cred it : Michae l N. raz io 
Date of Photo : J une 1977 

1 Negat ive Fil ed at: ~ l ss l ss l pp i Dept . of Ar ch ive 
and Histor y 

View : Rea r from the west Photo No . 3 
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