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Amendment to National Register Nomination for Purposes of Delisting the Harbor Square Historic District, Gulfport, Harrison 
County, Mississippi 

The Harbor Square Historic District, Gulfport, Harrison County, Mississippi, was listed on the National Register of Historic Places on 
August 13, 1985. The twenty-six acre historic district contained sixty-three resources. Twelve resources were designated as Pivotal, thirty­
two as Contributing, twelve as Marginal and seven as Non-contributing. The district represented a substantial pottion of the city's original 
central business district. The Period of Significance was listed as "1900-_." 

On August 29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina struck the Mississippi Gulf Coast, causing widespread damage. The Harbor Square Historic 
District suffered extensive damage, with thirteen buildings demolished in the aftermath .of the storm. Following the hurricane, the 
Mississippi Department of Archives and History identified a potential histone district in do~ntown Gulfport wh(ch included the resources 
that survived Hurricane Katrina as well as additional resources outside the original boundaries of the existing Harbor Square Historic 
District. 

An intensive survey in the summer of2011 confirmed that the boundaries of the historic district should be expanded to include additional 
resources that contribute to the de-velopment and growth of the commercial heart of Gulfport. The resources in the existing district were 
reassessed. Since the original nomination, the manner of describing resources, e.g. Pivotal, Marginal, etc., has been changed. The new 
survey established that seven resources previously described as Marginal should be considered Contributing; three described as Marginal 
should be Noncontributing; eleven described as Pivotal should be considered Ill' Contributing; five considered Contributing should be 
considered Noncontributing; one considered Noncontributing should be considered Contributing. Based on the survey and additional 
research, the Period of Significance should be refined 1903-1961. 

Due to all these significant changes in the fabric of the historic district which adversely effect integrity, rather than amend the existing 
district, the Mississippi Department of Archives and History, in consultation with local officials, determined it would be better to seek to 
delist the twe.nty-·six year old district and submit a new nomination that better reflects the current condition of the resources in Gulfport. A 
new nomination for the Gulfport Harbor Square Commercial Historic District will be submitted contemporaneously with this amendment. 

Therefore, we respectfully request the Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places delist the Harbor Square Historic District. 

Form Prepared By: 

William M. Gatlin, Architectural Historian 
Mississippi Department of Archives and History 
P.O. Box 571 
Jackson, MS 39205-0571 
601-576-6951 
bgatlin@mdah.state.ms.us 

State Historic Preservation Officer 

Date: August 29, 2011 

Date: __ Cf_,_l_('_-_){ __ 
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